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| NTRODUCTION

The Greater ¥llowstone Area (GYA) is a
unique and special place. Home to the
worldoés firsttodirat i on
nat ifistriNat®nal Forest, is widely
viewed as the largest intact ecosystem in the
continental United States-ederalGYA

lands administeredybsix National Forests,
two National Parks ahtwo National

Wildlife Refugesare geographically
contiguous, ecologically interdependent, and
unalterably linked.

The Greater Yellowstone Coordinating
Committee (GYCC) was established in 1964
between the Ni@nal Park Servicand the

U.S. Forest ServiceThe U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service joined the committaa

2000 The GYCCfosterscommuncation
coordination and cooperatiomGYA

federal land management

The GYCC consists of the Park
Superintendestof Yellowstone and Grand
Teton National Parks, the Forest Supervisors
of the Beaverhea®eerlodge, Bridger
Teton, Cariboularghee, Custer, Gallatin,
and Shoshone National Forests and the
Refuge Managers of Red Rock Lakes
National Wildlife Refuge and thdational
Ekk Refuge. Nearly 14 million acres of
federal land are comprised in these ten
management units.

The GYCC managers set regional level
priorities and assign financial and staff
resources to achieve those priorities.
Beginning in 2000, the GYCOCnits pooled
funds for coordinated work that addseed
eight resource priorities

The Greater Yellowstone Area: Major Federal Administrative Units

), FaTinber
" Montana

In late 2007, the GYCC refocused its
priorities into:
A Sustainable operations
A Protectgreater Yellowstone landscape
integrity
A Ecosystem heath, in particular climate
changejnvasive specieand disease, air
guality and species on the brink.
A Connect people to the land

The GYCC allocated over $260,000 in 2008
to projects that contributed to their priorities.
Appendix A summarizes 2008 GYCC
funded projects.

This rgport summarizes 2008
accomplishments of the GYCC, their staff
and many Greater Yellowstone Areade
subcommitteegseesubcommitteessummary
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I n the early 1980606s,
specialists started working together on
public land issies such as fire, weeds, and
wildlife. Over time many of these groups
formalized into GYA committees.

Fwoandwlconmgnittees fprisied m2008te s o ur c e
address aguatic invasive species, and to
coordinate fisheries management.

The following figure displays the
subcommittegthat report to the GYCC.

Aquatic

Invasive
Species

Whitebark
Pine

Sustainable

Operations

Recreation
Visitor Use

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Sustainable Operations

The Sustainable Operations Subguuittee
(SOS), chrtered irR005, developed an
action plan in 2006 to increase recycling and
reduce enggy and material consumption.

In 2007, Yellowstone National Park
completed a greenhouse gasissions
inventoryand then set an emission reduction
goal of 30% by 2016 Grand Teton National
Park was the next GYCC agency to initiate
an inventory. In 2008 with GYCC financial
assistancehte Sustainable Operations
Subcommittee tackled a greenhouse gas
emissions inventory for tidational Forests
and Wildlife Refuges.

Greater Yellowstone Coordinating Committee

Greater Yellowstone
Coordinating Committee

Park Superintendents
Forest Supervisors
Refuge Managers

Fire
Management

Hydrology

In 2007 and 2008, the SOS committee
expanded the propane cylinder recycling
program pioneered in Yellowstone in 2005.
With GYCC support in 2008, the committee
fabricated and installed 15 propane canister
collection boxes and associated signage
around the Greater Yellowstone.

J

P}opane Cylinder Recycling Bir



Protect Landscape Integrity

Between 2000 ah20@ the population of
twenty Greater Yellowstone Aremunties
grew by an estimate63,000 peopld17%)
and some6,000 additional housing units
(source www.censusggov). The population
in four countiesMadison and Teton
Counties, Idaho, Gallatin Cotyp Montara,
and Sublette County, Wyomirgrew by
34% to 47%

Development patterns on private lamesar
public landscan affect wildlife migration,

air quality, water resources, and fire fighting
on federal lands. The laschpe integrity
priority looks at the mosaic of land
ownership with attention to ecological
integrity, retention of public access, and
management efficiencies.

Program goalsf this priority are to:

e Encourage logicalad effective
ownership patterns for public and private
landowners

e Protect big game winter habitat, rare and
unique plant communitge and valuable
riparian habitat

e Protect critical open space, natural
appearing landscapes, and recreation
opportunities including access to public
lands.

e Share informatiorand assist with
development of partnerships that help
protect critical habitat and open space.

A specific subcommitteeloes not worlon
land patterns in the Greater Yellowstone
Area(GYA). Each agency has land
specialists involved in projects that often
become the faa point of coordination with
other interested parties.

In FY2008, $4,450,00f Land and Water
Conservation Funds (LWCF) helped
purchase an 11,000 acre conservation

easement onthe Sun RanciMm nt ana 6 s

Madison Countyprotecting premier wildlife
and fish habitat. The BeaverheBeerlodge
National Forest holds 5,500 acres of this
easement.

In 2008, Red Rock Lakes Refuge purchased
over 1,200 acres using $0.95 million from
the USFWS North American Wetlands
Conservation Act (NAWCA), and $1

million from theMigratory Bird

Conservation CommissionA 128 acre
conservation easement was donated for the
Tee Pee Creek Tract. The Refuge holds
over 20,000 acres in conservation
easements.

Grand Teton National Park acquired a 1.38
acre inholding fo2.1 million of FLTFA
funds. The Rockefellers donated 1,100
acres in Grand Teton National Park in 2008;
the single largest expansion of the Park
since 1950.

Grand Teton National Park
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The GYCC created Toolkit to Protect the
Integrity of Greater Yellowstone Area
Landscapeslt includesinformation on:

1) Voluntary land conservation tools, and
2) Agency participation as a stakeholder in
local planning discussions in order to
provide information on how land use
decisions may affect public land

resources, while respecatiriocal
authority.

(Toolkit available at:
http://www.fedgycc.org/Landscapelnteqrity.
htm)

2008GYCC project funds supported staff
work for an upcoming purchase ofthe
Margaret Reeb Estate ng€aooke City, MT.

Ecosystem Health

The Ecosystem Health priority includes all
of the air, water, soil, vegetation, fish and
wildlife resources of the Greater
Yellowstone Area. TéGYCC focused this
priority in particular on air quality, climate
change invasive species and disease, and
species on the brinfpative cutthroat trout,
whitebark pine and wildlife).

Air Quality

The Greater Yellowstone Area Clean Air
Partnershig GYACAP) includesair

resource program managers and specialists
of the Nation&Park Service, U.S. Forest
Service, BLM, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Wyoming, Montana, and Idaho
Departments of Environmental Quality, and
theldaho National Energy Lab. GACAP
adviges the GYCOn air quality issues
provides a forum fosharingair quality
information andegulatory issues, and
coordinates air qualitgnonitoring between
stateand federal agencies in the GYA.

Greater Yellowstone Coordinating Committee

Air quality in the GYA remains generally
excellent, ashe GYA is largely
undeveloped with limited emissi®ources
and predonmantly robust dispersionThe
GYACAP identified four primary air quality
issues within the GYA

Aurban and industrial emissions,

Aoil and gas development southwest

Wyoming,
Aprescribed and wildfire smoke, and
Asnowmobile emissions

The fall2007 GYACAP meeting in
Pocatello, Idaho included a tourthe HR
Simplot Don Fertilizer PlantThe fall 2008
meetingin Pinedale, W¥focused on natural
gas development and aiuglity in the

Upper Green River Basin southwest
Wyoming The grouptoured both thdonah
and Pinedale Anticline natural gas fields.
Meeting mtesand furtheiIGYACAP
documents may be found at:

http ://www.fs.fed.us/r1/gallatin/resources/air

lgyacap/
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