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OBJECTIVES
• Give a historical perspective of the GYCC 

noxious weed mapping project

• Provide GYCC managers with the current 
status of the mapping project

• Describe some uses of the data

• Give an understanding of the need for 
continued support and future projects





We have participants from Montana, Wyoming, and Idaho : 
• USFS (5 National Forests) 
• NPS (2 National Parks) 
• FWS (2 National Wildlife Refuges) 
• BLM (3 Area Offices)
• NRCS (6 RC& D areas) 
• BIA (Wind River Indian Reservation)
• State agencies (Transportation, State Lands, etc) 
• County Weed & Pest Districts ( 20+)
• NGOs (TNC, CIPM)
• Area Universities (MSU, U of WY, U of ID)
• CWMAs (including Private Landowners) 





Idaho - statewide GIS Weed data program and fulltime 
position 

Wyoming - Fremont County, WY documenting statewide 
weed distribution

Montana – no statewide weed mapping effort yet, but 
has identified the need

GYA - Data comes in agency/county specific formats 
every year, but all include eleven common NAWMA 
fields which can be consolidated into one common, 
web accessible GYA-wide database

As new areas are surveyed, new species are detected 
or target species added; the database is updated. 



How do we make this information available to 
everyone and useful in the effort to manage 
noxious weeds in the GYA?

• Provide the information to everyone no matter what their
geographical location

• View the distribution of various species 
– Early Detection/Rapid Response

• Help Agencies/WMAs/Private landowners gather their data and
format it in a way it can be shared

• Share information about successes/projects

• Enable everyone to be able to print maps without having to
have GIS training and software

ENCOURAGE COOPERATION BETWEEN
AGENCIES, STATES, AND PEOPLE



FCWP had the resources to use the internet to 
disperse this information 

http://www.fcwp.org/GYCC/gycchomepub.htm



The home page is open to the public. At the top is the 2 images, one of the 
boundary and one of all the infestations. These are available to print out for 
reports and other uses.



Layers can be turned on or off. 
You can zoom into specific areas. 

Print out maps to be used however necessary.

There is the option of an 
interactive map. It is 
password protected.  



Weeds are broken into three categories. New invaders, Area-specific new 
invaders, and broadscale invaders. Each species has a link of it’s own



1. Just basic information about the weeds with links to sites with more detailed 
information. We do not want to duplicate work but point to sites that have informed 
information

INDIVIDUAL
SPECIES
PAGES

5 Areas

1. Basic 
Information

2. Pictures

3. Distribution 
Maps

4. Biological 
Control

5. Projects



2. Pictures of the weeds –
submitted by GYA 
members showing in the 
field samples. Trying to get 
all stages from beginning 
to dead

3. The static map as an 
image available to the 
public and a password 
protected detailed 
interactive map. All 
agencies should use 
this to check the 
accuracy of their data. 

This leads to  ……



4. Information about 
biological control agents 
and projects that members 
use. Again not going into 
great detail about the 
agents but linking to pages 
that do have specific 
details.

5. Information about 
control projects by 

members using 
reports and/or 

presentations they 
have already put 

together



Last winter we helped Park County Montana WMA with their data and setup an interactive 
map for their members. A possible pilot project for working with other WMAs.



EARLY DETECTION –
RAPID RESPONSE

This is one of the 
most important 
uses of this 
data

Every spring 
meeting we go 
thru all the 
species maps 
to show 
distribution



Future projects

• Cleaning up existing data

• Focus on helping Weed Management Areas
collect and disperse information

• Finish individual species pages

• Setup other weed categories for species that have
not been found in the area but need to be included in
surveys

• Possibly adding the certified gravel pits to an
interactive map similar to the weed maps

• Annual update of data

• Interactive maps showing all new, focused 
and established invaders for risk assessment



Future projects (con’t)

• Some trends studies – such as roadways-waterways

• Cosmetic cleanup of website

• Adding biological control sites/date

• Possible inclusion of ANS data



Concerns/Limitations

• Scale
• Accuracy

• Amount of records 
• Getting people to submit data/information

• Meta data
• Inventoried areas

• Privacy


